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acute. After processes and negotiations which had lasted
for over two years, Pope Clement VII had finally refused to
acquiesce in the view that the King's marriage to his
brother's widow was an infringement of God's fundamental
law which no papal dispensation could contravene.
Latimer was known to share the Bang's opinion regarding
the validity of the marriage, on which doubts had been cast
some years before by the French ambassador. The fact that
of several children whom Catherine had borne only one had
survived, and that one a female, suggested that, by
marrying Arthur's widow, Henry had incurred the curse in
Leviticus, " They shall be childless." In the complicated
political situation at the time the question was submitted to
the universities of Christendom. Henry had little difficulty
in securing the verdict he desired from the foreign univer-
sities. In his own kingdom he found more opposition,
perhaps because he would not condescend to bribe his own
subjects. At Oxford he had frank recourse to intimidation,
saying that if they insisted on " playing masteries, they
should soon perceive that it was not wise to irritate hornets."
At Cambridge it was agreed that the question should be
decided by a committee of Masters. Latimer was appointed,
and assisted his colleagues in arriving at the decision which
the King was awaiting.
Not long after the universities had given their decision
Latimer was summoned to preach before the King. There
is no record of this sermon; but its effect was favourable, for
Henry stopped Latimer in the gallery and " did most
familiarly talk " with him. Latimer took the opportunity
to ask and obtain the royal pardon for a woman convicted of
murdering her own child. Latimer and Bilney had both
believed the woman innocent. The child had died during
the harvest when, as Latimer recounted in the course
of a sermon preached towards the end of his life before
Katharine, Duchess of Suffolk,
" every man was in the field. The woman, in an
heaviness and trouble of spirit, went, and being herself
alone, prepared the child to the burial. Her husband
coining home, not having great love towards her,
accused her of the murder. ... In the mean season
that same woman was delivered of a child in the tower
at Cambridge, whose godfather I was. But all that